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Hampshire Voluntary Sector Children and Young People’s Alliance

Membership Outline

Membership (Definition)

Full membership of The Alliance shall be open to any charity or voluntary organisation, which has an established service within the area of Hampshire County Council and is currently providing services predominantly for children and/or young people within that area and which is:

· registered as a charity or is an excepted charity or is recognised (by Hampshire County Council OR by The Alliance) as a voluntary children’s or youth organisation, and


In respect of local branches of national, regional and/or umbrella organisations, the body or branch eligible for full membership shall be the body or branch recognised by that national, regional or umbrella organisation as constituting the highest level of management within the county of Hampshire. Organisations which work wholly within the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton are not eligible for membership.

The Alliance has determined six categories of organisational membership which are explained below.  This will enable organisations to decide themselves which one category of membership is most appropriate.  

Each member organisation must name an individual officer or post/job title of the person who will represent the member organisation and exercise its voting rights, along with a deputy to stand in when necessary. Attendance at meetings and voting rights will only be able to be exercised by the named individual.

	Membership category
	Includes:-

	Early years (0-5 years)
	organisations whose main purpose is the provision of services to children from 0 – 5 years, and their families.

	Care Providers
	Organisations whose main purpose is to provide health & social care services; or who provide services for children and young people aged 5 -19 years who are carers. 


	Counselling/employment/

accommodation
	Organisations whose main purpose is to provide counselling and advice services to children and young people from 5 – 19 years, and/or to provide training for those engaged in counselling and advice services for children and young people.

Organisations whose main purpose is to provide employment, education and training guidance and support to young people aged 16-24.

Organisations whose main purpose is to provide housing and/or housing advice to young people aged up to 19 years.

	Disabled Children & Young People (0-26)
	Organisations whose main purpose is the provision of services to children and young people with disabilities from 0 – 26 years, and their families

	Representative & umbrella organisations
	Organisations whose purpose includes providing representation and/or support at a strategic level for other organisations working with children and young people.

	Children & Youth Services
(5-19)


	Organisations whose main purpose is to provide positive activities for children and young people aged 5 – 19.


The decision of The Alliance Board in all matters of determining membership and any membership fees shall be final and without appeal.
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